NOTE.

IN volume tnree of the present edition two tracts are given relating to
attempts made by the bishops of Ireland for enlarging their powers.
These tracts are entitled: "On the Bill for the Clergy's residing on
their Livings," and "Considerations upon two Bills, sent down from
the House of Lords and the House of Commons in Ireland relating to the
Clergy of Ireland " (pp 249-272). The bills which Swift aigued against
were evidently intended to give the bishops further powers and increased
oppoitunities for making money. (The matter is gone into at length in
the notes prefixed to the above reprints.) The bishops sought rights
which would enable them to obtain large powers in letting leases, and
then eagerness to get such powers, coupled with the efforts they expended,
showed that they had less legard for the Church's interest than for their
own.

In the present tract Swift, with his usual assumption of grave con-
sideration of an important question, but in reality with cutting irony,
proposes to dispose of all the Church lands for a lump sum, give the
bishops their full just share, including the amount of fines for possible
renewals of leases, and, at the same time, pay off the national debt with
the money that remains. With an aii of strict seriousness he solemnly
computes the exact sums obtainable, and impartially divides the amounts
with accurate care. Then, with a dig at the strangers England was con-
tinually sending to lush piefeiments, among whom he counts himself,
he concludes by saying that although the interests of such cannot be ex-
pected to be those of the country to which they have been translated,
yet he, as one of them, is quite willing, and indeed feels himself in duty
bound {' to consult the interest of people among whom I have been so
well received. And if I can be any way instrumental toward contribut-
ing to reduce this excellent proposal into a law ... my sincere endea-
vours to serve this Church and kingdom will be rewarded."

The text of this pamphlet is based on that given at the end of the
volume containing the first edition of "Considerations upon two Bills,"
etc., published in 1732

[T. S.]
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